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“Butterflies of the Colorado Front Range”
Presented by: by Janet R. Chu and Stephen R. Jones
Boulder County Nature Association
Thursday, October 11, 2012
Fort Collins Senior Center, 1200 Raintree Drive, Fort Collins
Social Gathering: 7 p.m. = Program: 7:30 p.m.

Stephen Jones and Janet R Chu, authors of County.
Butterflies of the Colorado Front Range , will pre- Stephen Jones is author of The Last Prairie, a
sent a program on the most striking and inter- Sandhills Journal, and co-author of The Short-
esting butterfly species found along the Front grass Prairie, the Peterson Field Guide to the

North American Prairie, and
Wild Boulder County. He
works as a teacher and wild-
life consultant

Copies of Butterflies of the
Colorado Front Range will be
available for sale for $12.50.
In the book, striking photos
and clear descriptions make it
easy to identify common spe-
cies. A month -by-month occur-

Range, including swallow-
tails, fritillaries, blues,
and many others featured
in their book. This is an
opportunity to learn about
the miraculous transfor-
mations and unique adap-
tations of many colorful
species.

Janet Chu taught high
school biology for 38

Pale Swallowtail from Stephen R Jones

years and has conducted rence chart reveals when and
butterfly population studies on Boulder County where to look for your favorite butterflies. Please
open space for 10 years, documenting nearly 200  join us at the Fort Collins Senior Center on Oct.
species. Since 1983, she has organized the an- 11 at 7:30 p.m.

nual Fourth of July butterfly count at the Cal - This program is free and the public is wel-

Wood Education Center in western Boulder comed!
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President’s Corner

oDemocracy is not a

spectator

by Bill Miller

sport. Democr acy

ney where diversity is celebrated, the public good is negotiated, and intense deliberation and dia-

|l ogue are conducted.

It

is about being i

-- M Wyman, Learning to Engage

Bylaws Revisions
At the October program meeting all Audubon
members present will vote on the proposed revi-

sions to the FCAS bylaws. A complete marked -up

version of the Bylaws revisions may be found on
the Web site. Go to http://www.fortnet.org/
Audubon/,cl i ck on the tab,
Auduboné and then on
(html). o

Upcoming Chapter Elections

The FCAS Board of Directors is currently at-
tempting to identify chapter members who are
willing to serve on the FCAS Board of Directors
for 2013. Identifying persons to serve in any ca-
pacity is difficult every year. When a board posi-
tion candt be filled i

oConsti

t

FCAS CONTACTS
Audubon@fortnet.org
President & Conservation Chair
Bill Miller
970-493-7693
5mcorp@comcast.net
Membership Chair
Liz Pruessner
970-484-4371
fortcollinsaudubonmembership@gmail.com
Vice President & Education Chair
Joann Thomas
970-482-7125
jthomas91l@aol.com
Field Trip Coordinator
Rich Roberts
970-407-8523
r_c_roberts@msn.com
Program Chair
Jessie Meschievitz
jmesch@slbbi.com
970-686-1424
Newsletter Editor
Carol Jones
970-482-6295
cjones@cowisp.net
For other FCAS contacts visit www.fortnet.org/
audubon/leadership.htm

someone else already serving has to pick up an
additional set of responsibilities, which often
leads to premature burnout. Please consider
taking a role in the operation of your chapter.

Job descriptions for each board position (both
elected and appointed) can be found in the chap-

otar pydaws at thhedogagion given abque, s

tuti
Paid Positions
The FCAS Board had to face reality over the
summer when we realized that it would be diffi-
cult to fill two of our key positions if they re-
mained as unpaid volunteer positions. The two
positions are the Ptarmigan editor and the Web
master. These two positions are more time de-
manding than most other positions and do re-
Qieesreqifig $kill sets. qarel Jpres, who ad
been the Ptarmigan editor for the past 18
months, has agreed to stay on as a paid contrac-
tor. Joel Hurmence has been replaced by Scott
Miller (eldest son of President Bill Miller). He is

in the process of redesigning the Web site that
will have a totally new look when it is finally
active.

on and Byl aws

FCAS Pocket Guide to Local Birds

Is available at the following retailers who support
our organization with the sales:

Wild Birds Unlimited
3636 S. College Ave
Ste. C

(970) 225-2557

BIRDS OF
NORTHERN
COLORADO

Jax Outdoor Gear — -
1200 N. College
(970) 221-0544

Jax Farm & Ranch
1000 N. Hwy. 287
(970) 481-2221
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Jax Mercantile 4 Fert cosin
950 E. Eisenhower R
Loveland

(970) 776-4540
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Conservation Corner by Bill Miller

OEarth provides enough to satisfy every man's need, b
-Mohandas Gandhi, quoted in EF Schumacher,
Lesser Prairie Chicken Conservation Project
At the June meeting of the Audubon Colorado subject to predation if not killed outright. A pro-
Board, a discussion ensued on the plight of the ject to mark the fences with pieces of vinyl cut

Lesser Prairie Chicken (LEPC) that resides out of house siding was proposed.
mainly in Kansas, Okla- | A A = Following the Sept. 8
homa, and Texas, and in Kyt Audubon Colorado
Colorado and New Mex- ~ Board meeting in
ico to a lesser degree. Lamar, nine members of
You may recall the bliz- ~ the Board, under the
zard of December 2006 . supervision of U.S. For-
in southeast Colorado est Service (USFS) per-
that caused high losses - == sonnel, marked about
both cattle and wildlife. S8 SREEE P four miles of fence
Three feet of snow blan- A T ~ around a LEPC lek. The
keted the landscape for ek is located about
over a month, resulting three miles north of the
in the deaths of many 3 £ , 2N Oklahoma Panhandle,
small animals and birds, Section of fence with vinyl tabs attached. 19 miles west of the

S DA O R AR

including LEPC. The Photo by Bill Miller. Kansas state line, and
Colorado populations of southeast of Campo,
LEPC took hits of upward of 50 percent, threat- Colorado, on the Comanche National Grasslands,
ening the ability of the population to remain sus- which is managed by the USFS. The weather
tainable. Investigation by various agencies was fine, the company was great, and everyone
pointed out that a major cause of LEPC mortal- took pleasure in hopefully helping this grass-

ity arises when low -flying LEPCs fly into barbed - lands bird species survive in Colorado.
wire fences where they become entangled and

"KittyCam" Reveals High Levels of Wildlife Being Killed by Outdoor Cats

An interesting but discouraging article about cats kill far more than the previous estimate of a
the impact of cats on wildlife populations can be billion birds and other animals each year.
found at: http://
www.abcbirds.org/
newsandreports/
releases/120806.html .

A study was carried out by sci-
entists from the University of
Georgia and the National Geo-
graphic Society's Crittercam
program. Cats wore special
video cameras around their
necks that recorded their out-
door activities. Based on the re-

Dr. George Fenwick, Presi-
dent of American Bird Conser-
vancy, said: olf we ex:
the results of this study across
~ the country and include feral
y cats, we find that cats are
likely killing more than four
billion animals per year, in-

. cluding at least 500 million
birds. Cat predation is one of
the reasons why one in three

KittyCam stills showing a captured

sults of this study, the American  chipmunk and an injured phoebe, American bird species are in
Bird Conservancy and The Wild- National Geographic KittyCam decline, é. 6
life Society estimate that house Program.

PN
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Education Corner by Joann Thomas
Elusive Birding

The problem with being involved in the many students was their interest in birds. They
birding adventures available here in Northern wanted to know what birds we have here and
Colorado is that | have no time for birding. what birds used the boxes on the trees that line
Every weekend in September and some week- the riverds edge. I became con:

days have been involved in do-
ing programs or meeting to
plan events that revolve
around birding. Ugh! No time
to go in the field.

In September alone, we have
the Birds in Art program in
Loveland, the Northern Colo-
rado Birding Fair at Fossil
Creek, and a storytelling work-
shop to improve my storytel-
ling. But, the program | did on
Tuesday, Sept 18, was a treat. |
toured a group of 20 graduate
students from a CSU Environ-
mental Education class; they
came to Fort Collins from

coming our common language.
No matter what differences we
had in language, culture, reli-
gious beliefs, we were united in
our interest in birds.

They were especially interested
in the story of the tree bird
boxes. | explained that they re-
main from a research project on
the river corridor and house
Eastern Screech Owils. Finding
one of these little (only eight - or
nine -in. tall) guys can be diffi-
cult. They nest in tree cavities
and readily use the nest boxes
set out to study them. This owl
is often the most common or

Eastern Screech Owl

around the world and they only avian predator in wooded
were wonderful. suburban and urban habitats. As we walked, we

| chose to tour them through Lee Martinez looked overhead in hopes of spotting one.
Park to give them an idea of a park and then | told them the story of two fellow master natu-
crossed the bridge over the Poudre to enter ralists who were doing a program along the river
McMurray Natural Area, creating an opportu- with a school class. They happened to look up
nity to view the differences between the two. As and there between two branches sat the owl. The
we walked, | explained the beginnings of the camouflaged bird is almost invisible in the pho-
natural areas program in Fort Collins, what it tos they snapped. The coloration matches the
means to be a master naturalist, and what it bark of tree perfectly.

means to me. The <c¢l ass, bwae adlofiouscrorniagnesten Baughme did -

cation, 6 gave me anh e Xxc ebthkee antEasteqm Baveech Owl. il felysuch wnityt a | k

about some of the natural area issues that Fort with these students from around the world who

Collins citizens have faced. walked along the river and talked with me about
However, what struck me the most about these birds.

Upcoming Field Trips
Oct. 14, Sunday, Bobcat Ridge Natural Area Bird Survey . Leader: Denise Bretting, dbret-
ting@swloveland.com, work: 970 -669-1185, home: 970-669-8095. Call for any change. Meet at 7 a.m.
in the parking lot. FCAS performs a monthly bird census for the City of Fort Collins.

Oct. 20, Saturday, Riverbend Ponds Natural Area. Leader: John Shenot, john-
shenoy@gmail.com ,home: 970-682-2551. Meet at 7 a.m. at the parking lot on the north side of Pros-
pect Road. All birders are welcome.

Oct. 27, Saturday, Fossil Creek and Timnath Reservoirs . Leader: Rocky Mountain Bird Ob-
servatory (RMBO), Wild Birds Unlimited, and Legacy Land Trust. Call RMBO, 482 -1707, for a res-
ervation. Meet at 8 a.m. at the RMBO parking lot, 230 Cherry Street, to carpool. Focus on ducks,
fall migrants, and residents of the area. Returning by 1 p.m.

TN
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2/ Birding Extravagances><
FCAS Presents: A Special Colorado Birding Opportunity

Join FCAS for professionally guided day -trips diving waterfowl. The trip will include the most

that present the best of Colorado birding. active locations such as Hamilton Reservaoir,

On either Saturday, Oct. 27 or Sunday, Oct. Windsor Reservoir, Timnath Reservoir, Union
28, John Drummond will lead participants in Reservoir, Boulder Reservoir, etc., depending on
viewing arctic waterfow! at South Park reser- recent reports. Expect to see species such as

voirs, which in late October is the best place and Bonaparteds, -blaeksdr, BRlnacKihayer
time in Colorado to see migratory, as well asrare  Gulls; Red -breasted Merganse; and Pacific Loon.

loons and grebes, and enormous numbers of In recent years, this is the season when rarities
other waterfowl such as Red-throated Loon, Black -legged Kitti-
speci es. wake, Little Gull, and scoters may be found.

probably see
many raptors
as well; even
Gyrfalcon has
shown up in
South Park in
recent years.

John Vanderpoel, who owns Peregrine Video
Productions and is the creator of The Advanced
|Birding Video Series with Jon Dunn  that in-
cludes o0The Large GuThes of Nor:
Small Gulls of North America and Humming-
birds of North America , 6 wi | | | ead the Sat
group. FCASG6s Nick Komar wil/l |

Surf Scooter by Nick Komar.

John Drum- trip.
mondds world I ife 1ist aTPphecostpetthpdss$806or BCA® membersands p e -
cies, observed in 28 countries, covering six conti- ~ $100 for non -members. Fee covers professional
nents, and is co -owner of Partnership in Interna- leader, van transportation, park entrance fees,
tional Birding. and benefits FCAS. Checks should be made to
On Saturday, Dec. 1 or Sunday, Dec. 2 , FCAS. Participants should bring their own pic-
guides will lead you to prime locations to view nic lunch. Van departs Harmony Transportation
late fall migration birds with a focus on gulls. Center at 6:30 a.m., returns before 6 p.m. Regis-
Front Range lakes in late fall attract a huge ter for each trip with Nick Komar,  guet-

number of migrating gulls, grebes and loons, and  zal65@comcast.net, 970-449-3645.

Andes of Ecuador Excursion, November 17-25, 2012

Join fellow Auduboners Nov. 17 -25 in experi- limited to six customers in or-
encing the mystique of Hertogun@antes s quality,pel ,
and cloud forests. Quetzal Tours is offering an sonalized experience. Aezh
eight -day, relaxed -paced birding adventure to guided birding excursions to
Ecuador, led by the bilingual Ecuadorian birding the Amazonian rainforests or
guide, Xavier Mufioz. Not only will this be a the unique Galapagos Islands

also can be arranged for thost
who can stay longer. Reserva
tions must be received by OctFs.
10, 2012. FCAS will benefit

from your participation in any
of Quetzal Tours international; *‘
excursions. Upcoming trips in® e '
2013 include Nicaragua Chestnut -breasted

unigue experience at a low price (just $1,999 per
person), but the event also serves as a fundraiser
for FCAS, as a portion of the proceeds will be
donated to our local chapter. Locations visited
will include Mindo, Nanegalito, Papallacta Pass,
and Guacamayos Pass. Birding highlights will
include dozens of species of brightly colored

tanagers, hummingbirds, and, of course, quet- (January), Guatemala Coronet, by Nick
alsii many of which can be seen at close range (Februar);) and Costa Rica Komar .
for breathtaking photography. (March). For more information or to reserve your spot,

Ecuador has the highest biodiversity in the world, hQgintact Nick Komar ahfo@quetzaltours.com or 970
ing more bird species than any other country! The tou{48.3645.

£
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Fort Collins Audubon Society
PO Box 271968
Fort Collins, CO 80527-1968
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Membership Application
Join Fort Collins Audubon Society (FCAS), National Name:

Audubon Society (NAS), or both. Check all applicable::

DNew or renewing FCAS Chapter Member $20 Address:

(Receive Ptarmigan by email)

DNew or renewing FCAS Chapter Member $30 City: State:

(Receive Ptarmigan by mail)

DLifetime Chapter Member $750  Zip:
Receive Ptarmigan by email
Or receive Ptarmigan by mail

Phone #:

DAddi tional Support for $CASOds Mission

DNew NAS Member $20 Email:

(Receive Audubon magazine by mail)

DRenewing NAS Member $35
(Receive Audubon magazine by mail)

Total Enclosed $

Please make your tax exempt checks payable to FCAS and mail with this form to:
Fort Collins Audubon Saociety, P.O. Box 271968, Fort Collins, CO 80527 -1968.
Membership applications may be completed online at:  www.fortnet.org/Audubon




