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fidelity, and courage of
nesting families.

Steve Jones is author
¢¢ of The Last Prairie, a
- Sandhills Journal, and
co-author of The Short-
grass Prairie, the Peter-
son Field Guide to the
North American Prai-
rie, Colorado Nature
¢ Almanac, Wild Boulder
=\ County, and Butterflies
B of the Colorado Front
Range. Steve organized
the first comprehensive
small owl and winter-
ing raptor surveys in

Steve Jones be-
lieves the recovery
of Trumpeter Swans
from just a dozen or
so known individu-
als during the 1920s
to 55,000 today is
one of North Ameri-
ca's most heartening
wildlife success sto-
ries. The recovery is
vividly apparent in
the Nebraska
Sandhills where
preservation of his-
toric nesting and
wintering areas has

led to an increase in Trumpeter Swans by Steve Jones. Boulder County and

the Trumpeter Swan population from zero in 1910 to helped plan and carry out the Colorado Breeding Bird
nearly 1,000 today. Steve, through impressively beauti- Atlas. His 25 years of consulting work includes more

ful photos, will take us on a visit to several of these lo- than two -dozen breeding bird and resource inventories
cations, including two nesting lakes that were named for city, county, and state open space programs. He
after the swans during the 1880s before the birds were taught in the Boulder Valley Public Schools for 33
completely extirpated from the Great Plains. He will years.

explore with us the uniqueness of the Sandhills' trum- Join us April 13 at the Fort Collins Senior Center.
peter swans, probably the only truly nonmigratory This program is free and open to the public.

swan population in North America, and the tenderness,

FCAS welcomes new National Audubon Society members by sending one complimentary copy of our
newsletter. Join us at our programs on the second Thursday of the month to learn more about FCAS. National
dues do not cover the cost of printing and mailing the newsletter, so to receive it please subscribe. See details on
Page 6 or on our website at www.fortcollinsaudubon.org .



http://www.fortcollinsaudubon.org
http://www.fortcollinsaudubon.org

t NEBAARSY HhQawekg | Su

Every year when we elect new Board members,
those of us on the Board sense the appreciation of
the members for our willingness to volunteer. And
every time someone leaves the Board, we thank
them for their service at a chapter meeting. But |
donét think 1 dve done enouy.

dent to acknowledge and thank our volunteers and

.
THANK

YOU!

“v o - 1 ou

J

contractor s. | want to use this monthdés column t a
single out three of our most devoted helpers i
though they are by no means the only ones. | [ 2 2 1 O ‘1 | L,J | K| LJ

Denise Bretting organizes and leads our monthly
bird surveys at Bobcat Ridge Natural Area. Since |
dodouble-duty as Field Trip

you what a relief it is to know that every month Whe_?_ Iaawd Llupto7n was edr:to ieid by
there will be at least one field trip that will be well - 0 € 970 Chr i s wasprese ydr. count

organized,well-at t ended, and enj oy eBBr‘Ialgt;A‘ Ryder Et H“?‘l': H thills UmtanfanhChurch on
have to do anything other than ask Denise the dates December 15 at the monthly meeting of the Fort Collins

and start times. She makes the magic happen, B|rd_ Cludb. Thebshde prr(]asentatmn ac-
month after month, and we all benefit from her ef- quainted members with representative

coor wag fﬂ”gV\flng is from Ithe %ataugr% Jt971t é:’iiarfmgan

forts. (So does the City of Fort Collins, which has birds to be looked - he
received the survey data for all these years!) OAt t he Dece mb e r m( the
Thanks, Denise! C_ollms Blr_d Club dec'lded to proceed
Scott Miller is our webmaster and Carol Jones is W_'th planning for thg mstallatlop of
our newsletter editor. Both receive a token payment blrd.feeders at nursing homgs n Fprt
for their efforts, but their value to FCAS is far C_ollms'. Pergons interested in helping
greater than any payment they receive. We have a with thl_s project can contact Mrs. C Vernon Cole or
website that is getting better and better every year, Clait E. B‘r aun. o _
and this lovely newsletter gets published month 0 C I alt t Braun also dis
after month with nary a glitch. Both work very in- possibility of spot announce_ments_on
dependently, and | I|iterall ~'°tca' r?q,\oostﬁl,tmqﬁ QOQC{EI‘Y’I!I’EQ@CUV-
do without them. Each of them has been helping ities of the club and other items of
this chapter for years, and we all benefit from their mte_rest to birders. Bqth local radlo.
efforts. Thanks, Scott and Carol! stations expressed wllllngne_ss to air
announcements during public ser-
vice time. This program will be initi-
FCAS CONTACTS . ateq in 1971 u_nder. the direction of
Audubon@fortnet.org the President. Persons interested in this program can
President and Field Trip Coordinator contact Gilbert Findley.¢
John Shenot
e FCAS Pocket Guide to Local
johnshenot@gmail.com .
Vice President and Membership Chair l's availab I_e at. the _f ol Towlng ret
Liz Pruessner organization with the sales
970-484-4371
fortcollinsaudubonmembership@gmail.com Wild Birds Jamxl iMeirtcead t i "
Program Chair 3636 S. College Ave NORTHERN Eli senhow
Jessie Meschievitz Ste. C COLORADO Lovel
jmesch@slbbi.com (970)2RR75 4540 R i
970-686-1424
Newsletter Editor
Carol Jones
970-482-6295
cjones@cowisp.net Jax OutdoorJaeafFarm & R§
For other FCAS contacts visit 1200 N. College N. Hwy
www.fortcollinsaudubon.org (970)0 224 (970)2 242811
Visit us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/FortCollinsAudubonSociety
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0The price of apathy toward publ iORlatcaffairs is to
0Those who by thei silence refuse to struggle aga
equally guilty with the evil -doers." 8BMohandas Gandhi
Where to start? There is so much going on in Wash-
ington, D.C. that, for all practical purposes, it is impos- P l G K U P T H E
sible for one person to keep up with all of it. | subscribe
to about 70 online list servs, both progressive and con-
servative, in an effort to stay informed on a wide selec-
tion of issues.
Please note that the articles in the Ptarmigan are
generated as much as 3 % weeks prior to when the AND MAKE SOMETHING HAPPEN
newsletter is distributed to members. That makes it
extremely difficult to write a conservation article for
the Ptarmigan that is timely. Currently, legislation is or email. This was attempted a number of years ago
moving rapidly through both houses of Congress. By using a Yahoo list serv to distribute announcements in
the time the Ptarmigan , with information on an issue, a timely manner. Unfortunately the person who set up
is received by our members, the issue may already be the list serv moved on and we no longer have the pass-
past the point of effective citizen response. words and other information necessary to update that
As | write this article (March 12), there is a bill be- list. Fortunately, as of today, we have had a person
fore Congress that would reduce the budget of the En- step forward to create such a list serv.
vironmental Protection Agency by 25% this year. Those If you are willing to telephone or email the appropri-
who have a better understanding than | of these mat- ate persons with respect to an issue, we would greatly
ters are saying that the impacts will be felt the most by appreciate you contacting me and providing your email
the already underserved, poor, immigrant, and minori- address. | envision a maximum of two emails per
ty communities. month that may, or may not, have multiple issues con-
In an effort to give FCAS members more advanced tained in them. Recipients would be free to respond to
notice of a specific issue | have proposed thatthechap- any or all of each email 6s cont

ter generate an email address list serv of those mem-
bers willing to submit comments to elected officials and
appropriate agency staff on specific issues by telephone

Eastern Screech Owl by Carole Hossan.

FQe

tact between a constituent and an elected official is re-
garded as being representative of 10 people.

Northern Flicker by Nick Komar.
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Surreal is a word | would use to using Cornel!l Uni ver
describe several views at the Trail Tracker ( http://
Rocky Mountain Arsenal Nation- trailtracker.org/ ).
al Wildlife Refuge (RMANWR). | am looking forward to my
The first view is of a long vista of first springtime visit when there
short -grass prairie with a back- should be wetland areas and
drop of Denverds skyscrapers wildflowers and spring migrant
reaching for the mountains; se- birds. In the summer, Burrowing
cond, in another direction atop Owils arrive to nest and raise
Rattlesnake Hill, is a grassland their young in abandoned prairie
view with the tops of Denver In- dog tunnels. Northern Harriers
ternational Airportds iconic roof - skimming over the prairie grass-
top white protuberances poking es or Bald Eagles powering close-
above the horizon. RMANWR is a ly overhead are not uncommon
15,000-acre oasis for nature not sights. One unusual sight during
far from the Suncor Oil Refinery a birding hike was seeing an Os-
in Commerce City. RMANWR prey harassing a juvenile Bald
covers what used to be a World Eagle sitting in a large tree.
War Il chemical weapons factory RMANWR has a variety of free
that underwent several transfor- programs, but reservations by
mations and was ultimately telephone are required. Pro-
cleaned up and made into a Na- grams include Hike -N-Bird, wild-
tional Wildlife Refuge in 1992 life viewing tours, and bird -
due to the discovery of roosting specific educational talks featur-
Bald Eagles within it. Ferruginous Hawk by Harry Rose. ing live birds such as owls and
RMANWR now has a modern falcons. Some programs are
Visitor Center with educational youth -oriented. In addition to
displays, 10 miles of easy hiking birds, there is a large herd of
trails, fishing, lakes, and wood- bison roaming in a large fenced
lands, but the environmental territory and two black -footed
star is the short - and long -grass ferrets have their own inside/
prairie. My first visits were dur- outside habitat. Mule and white
ing fall and winter. This winter a -tailed deer as well as coyotes
highlight on a wildlife viewing are sometimes seen.
bus tour was seeing a patient Sign up to receive an email
Ferruginous Hawk sitting atop a newsletter about future pro-
large pole. A thrill for me was a grams at rockymountainarse-
very close sighting of an Ameri- nal@fws.gov and include the
can Tree Sparrow, which is one words Wild News in the subject
of the 280 bird species that have line. Hours are Monday i
been recorded at RMANWR. You Sunday, sunrise to sunset. Visi-
can discover what birds currently American Tree Sparrow by Carole Hossan. tor Center Hours are Wednes-
have been seen at RMANWR by dayfi Sunday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
C/!'{ 2St02YSa bSs YR wSy SédalIa S s CNE
Barbara Case Ron Harden c/!'{ {lfdziSa 2d
James DeMatrtini David Hartley A 2 A x & A A é
Kathleen Dowd Christina Jean bSgsal [ A¥FSaYp a <
Apr” Eisele Nancy B. Jones Katrina Vowels John W. Waddell
Debora Forbes Joyce Jones Thank you for your dedication to our chapter
Scott Powell and your lifetime support for
Thank you for your membership. Your support makes our the mission of FCAS.
programs and conservation efforts possible.
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